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Congress of the United States
Dear Mr. Bauser:

This is a follov-up renort to our letter of October 5, 1972, in
which we discusced the discovery of a case of acute lcuzeaia in a
15-year-old m2le, l2koj An’ain, durins the survey of the Marshallese
by Dr. Xobert Conard's medical teum in Seplecber 1972, At the tine
of cur leuiier the bdy was under treatment at the Clinical Centar of
the Eational Institutes or cealth. Treatment for leukemisa at the
Clinical Ceater is among the best available in the nation. He
failed to resbond 1o treatxzent, develoved septicemia and pneunonia
and died cn November 15, 1572. rrelizinary autoosy findings
econfirzed the leucemia and pneumonia. iHis body was returned to
Rongelrp in the caupany of his narents who were with him at the
tine o his death. luring the funeral service, John Anjain, the
fatter, recortedly exrresced nis arpreciation for tne eycellent
medical care given his con. Ihe loss of this boy was felt keenly
by all persons associared with this project. -

In view of the difficulties encountered by Dr. Conard's team in
carrying out the medical curvey last spring, there was concern as
to possidble revercussions ¢ the leukemia death oca relations of

the survey tean with the larchalless. A8 yet, there is no indlca-
tion o:' an adverse effcct of the case on such relations. Two
sembers of tne drooxhaven starf, Jr. ioad Youdsen and »r. Williaa
Scott, were on band at the funeral in ddditimm to Kr. Peter Colemmn,
Assistant High Comiszsioner of the Trust Territorv, and Mr. Oscar
DeBruzm, Listrict adainistrator of the Marcaall Islands. Ia view of
this case, plans zre being cevelored for interia six-monta examina-
tlons of the blood of i:e Rongelap people to supplement the regular
comrlete annual medical survey.

The 19- and 29-yesr-old girls, mentioned in our report of Seotember 3, )
1572, as having tayroid nodules, uncervent surgery at Cleveland
Matropolitan Gemsral dospital cn jioveader 1k, 1972. In wae case,
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" for poth and the girls have returned to Rongelap. -

M-, Edvard J. Bauser . =2 -

the nodules were definitely benign. A'nodule in the gecond CRS®
wes ruspected of being malignant at surgery, dut Ats pathologic "

ctatys has not been resolved as yet. w:used tyroid Jgpe . 0 "
was cemoved at surgery {n each case.’ T3 prognosis is excellgmt - -

e
We hate bern alertod by Dr. Copard o the 1fkelihood. that thé .
Congress of Micronesia w11l seek additional compensation for persons
cvonead to vadicactive frllout ‘on the Marshall Yslands. - P.L. 88 185,
+hich provided financidl compenration to the {nhabi tants of Rongelap
Atoll, vas enacted in August 195%, prior to the appearance o
thyroid lesions and the recent fatal leukemia case: it specified
that sach payment shall be "in full setilcment and discharge of

£l1] ‘claims agalnet the United Staten artsing out of the thermo-

‘nuclear detonat{on of Novezber 1, 135%+.%

We «111 keep you informed of further developmente in these matters.’

* Sincerely,

8.G. .l LisSIT
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